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Transatlantic Relations: An Assessment
through Shared Values and Shared Security

AYLIN UNVER NOi*
ORCID ID: 0009-0000-7395-548X

ABSTRACT: The post-World War Il transatlantic relationship between the European
Union (EU) and the United States of America (USA) was founded on shared values and
security. These included the liberal values of a rules-based liberal world order, such as a
functioning democratic government, the rule of law, a market economy, and freedoms of
expression, belief, press, and civil liberties. Common values and a shared threat percep-
tion also shaped the security dimension of transatlantic relations during and after the
Cold War. The divergences between the EU and the US that began during the first Trump
era deepened in the second, particularly regarding common values and security. This
article first discusses the historical dimension of these shared values and security, and
then interprets the EU-US relationship by evaluating changing perceptions and policies

emerging in these two focal points through liberalism, modernism, and traditionalism.
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